History of Developmental Disabilities 
Washington State


	1890 - 1909
	· “Habit Training” of young children in institutions was directed at institutional adaptation, not skills needed on the outside.   
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·  Manual of Elwyn, Isaac Kerlin (1891) clarifies precise requirements for institutional discipline.

	1910 – 1919
	· Most teachers in state institutions had normal degrees or had undergone apprenticeships.    
· Territorial School is moved to Medical Lake (now called Lakeland Village). 

	1920 – 1929
	· Nationally: Sterilization of people in institutions for the purpose of institutional order and eugenic control.    
· 1920’s to 1970’s Institutions were designed to be custodial and medical, with a focus on minimizing atrocities.    People were considered “defective, deficient, valueless and uneducable
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· Nellie A. Goodhue, Seattle’s first teacher of the mentally handicapped tries unsuccessfully to bring an institution to western Washington.     
· Atlantic Monthly publishes “Deficient” by Helen Haring, a story about her mentally deficient son.    
· Buck vs. Bell, Supreme Court rules sterilization legal for eugenics purposes.    
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· Pre vocational training in most institutions for “inmates”. 

	1930 - 1940
	· Children’s Benevolent League (CBL) established.    
· Social Security Act adopted. 
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· Washington ARC established.   
· Parents join American Association on Mental Deficiency (AAMD) partnership with professionals.   Chapter President Newland Reilly raises issue of institutions vs. family and community services.    Reilly appeals to Gov. and Leg. that they establish a program of family support.    
· Western State Custodial School (Rainier School) established.   
· Parents lobby legislature for second institution that will be located west of the Cascades; they succeed and Rainier State School is established.

	1950 – 1959
	· Parent’s movement grows due to the increase of more children with disabilities and improved medical care.    
· Yakima Valley School established. 
· More families request supports (1000 people on waiting list); state residential schools expanded.
· Brown vs. Board of Education: “Separate but equal education” is unconstitutional. 
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· State funding for sheltered workshops and supervised work opportunities.  
· UCP opens workshop.   
· Gideon vs. Wainwright: Guarantee’s right to counsel for indigent defendants.  Establishment of adult development centers. 

	1960 - 1969
	· Epton Center Act: To establish “group training homes.”   
· Fircrest School established.    
· Presidents Panel on Mental Retardation.  
· Medicaid/Medicare created health care funding for people with disabilities. 
· Burt Blatt & Fred Kaplan write Christmas in Purgatory.  
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· Washington adopts a mixed system of State and County services and county boards are established.  
· Civil rights act prohibits discrimination based on race, color sex or national origin. 

· Journal of Applied Behavioral Analysis. 

· Vocational Rehab Act: Mandates services to people with severe disabilities.  
· DDD Act creates councils.
· Wolfensburger & Nirgy. Community dumping of people with disabilities.
· Fair Housing Act: Prohibits discrimination in sale or renting of housing. 
· Washington State Education for the Handicapped Act: Forerunner of federal “Education for All” mandate. 
· Protection and Advocacy system created.
· Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
· Title XIX amendments to the Social Security Acts.   
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	1970 – 1980
	· Marks the highest number of people who live at state schools.  
· Newspapers print “horror stories” of conditions of facilities and lack of staffing.    Marc Gold: Try Another Way; specialized training program (STP) from UO offers programs in WA.  
· SSI created.  
· DSHS created.
· Leg. Authorizes Bureau of Developmental Disabilities to formulate a plan to reduce current populations in institutions. 
· Francis Haddon Morgan Center established. 
· Geraldo Riviera visits Willowbrook.  
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· UW food services program.  
· Rehab Act of 1973.  
· Education for All: Handicapped Children Act (94-142).  
· Pennsylvania ARC vs. Pennhurst School and State Hospital: Isolated institutional care violates the 14th amendment.    
· Deinstitutionalization the answer. PARC vs. PA.   Children with disabilities must be given access to public education
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· Willowbrook closes.    
· Supported employment.   

	1981 – 1989
	· Joshua Committee: Circles of Support, Judith Snow.  
· Federal surveyors decertify Rainier School.   
· People 1st establishes several chapters in Washington State. 
· Home and Community based waivers. 
· Neighborhood Living Project (UO).
· Wyatt vs. Strickney.   Funding provided to establish tenant support services. 
· Federal Title XIX regulations revised. 
· County parent coalitions begin to form in King, Clark, Snohomish and Pierce Counties. General Case Instruction. 
· Five of six institutions decertified by Title XIX surveyors.

	1990 – 2000
	· Public Law 101-476 I.D.E.A. 
· Establishment of State Operated Living Alternatives (SOLA).
· Dollars appropriated for transition, transportation and community protection programs.   Interlake School at Medical Lake Closes. 
· RSA grants for supported employment: 
· Washington Initiative for Supported Employment (WISE) created.    
· Americans with Disabilities Act. 
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	Legislature decides that some institutions should be certified as nursing homes. Legislature provides transition funding.   
· SB 5800 allows any savings in DDD budget be used for unserved people. 
· Governor Locke creates DD Stakeholder Group. 
· Disability Rag Magazine.  
· UCP Residential Center closes. 
· I.D.E.A. part H. 
· DDD creates work groups: Choice, Residential supports Vocational, Individual and Family.   
· Self Advocates of Washington. 
· Leg. Passes SSB-6751 intended to stabilize long term care for people with developmental disabilities. 
· Institutions offered as one option to families also community supports for next five years.   
· Olmstead Act upheld.


In 1965, Senator Robert Kennedy, accompanied by a television crew, toured the Willowbrook State School in New York and described what he saw during his visit. 








On July 30, 1965, President Johnson signed the Medicare and Medicaid Bill (Title XVIII and Title XIX of the Social Security Act) 








There is a shame in America," Blatt wrote in the book's conclusion. "We challenge every institution in America to look at itself now." Publication of the book, and a 1967 Look magazine exposé drawn from it, did just what Blatt had hoped, inspiring widespread calls for reform. 








On May 17, 1954, the Supreme Court ruled in a unanimous decision that the "separate but equal" clause was unconstitutional because it violated the children's 14 amendment rights by separating them solely on the classification of the color of their skin. 








President Franklin D. Roosevelt 








Three generations of imbeciles are enough." Upholding Virginia's sterilization statute provided the green light for similar laws in 30 states, under which an estimated 65,000 Americans were sterilized without their own consent or that of a family member. 
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